1696-1702] GRAVIER'S VOYAGE, ryoo 127

remained at anchor during a 6 days’ rain, and did not
proceed very Far. The 7th. A heavy fog came on,
and the rain compelled us to Encamp on a hill more
than 40 or 5o feet high. About 7 o’clock in the
Evening, we were Surprised by a furious squall that
lasted over an hour, and gave every one plenty of
occupation in saving the Canoes and baggage; it
threatened, at every moment, to crush us by the
trees that fell all around us. When the wind fell,
the rain was so heavy for two days that I have never
seen anything likeit. Our people killed a Crocodile,
three brasses long. This is an animal of the color
of a Toad, shaped like a Lizard. It is Often found
on land, and, although it walks very slowly, no one
approaches it unless he is well armed. The scales
with which it is covered are proof against small shot,
and a ball is needed to pierce them. I know not
how the savages do so who have only arrows, unless it
be that these slip under The scales from the rear.
Its mouth is very large, and is armed with two rows
of teeth, longer than those of a Bear. To see it, and
hear it gnash its teeth, frightens one. It issaid that
the tongue is good to eat, but I have never had the
curiosity to taste any of it, or any other part of the
body, which most of the Savages consider a great
treat. From time to time, some of them lose their
lives by risking themselves in diving to catch it after
it is wounded. Many of these animals are larger
than this one was.

On the 13th day, after the mass of the blessed
Stanislas, we set out; and on the following day we
reached the river of the Tounika. I left the 5 Canoes
containing the frenchmen at the mouth, which is on
the South side of the Mississipi. I embarked in my



